
 

Christmas Reads 2021 
 

The Upper World – Femi Fadugba   ISBN:  9780241505618 

 
If you had the chance to change your future, would you take it? Two 
teenagers are bound by fate and time. Esso is running out of time and into 
trouble. He has the ability to see glimpses of the future and is haunted by 
a vision of a bullet fired in an alleyway with devastating consequences. 
Fifteen-year-old Rhia is desperately searching for answers - and a 
catastrophic moment from the past holds the key to understanding the 
parents she never got to meet. On the roads of South London or in the 
mysterious Upper World, Esso and Rhia's fates collide and a race against 
the clock will become a race against time itself . . . soon to be a major 
movie! 

Always – Morris Gleitzman      ISBN: 9780241380482  
 
The much-anticipated final journey in the story of Felix, hero of Morris 
Gleitzman's multi-award-winning Once, Then, After, Soon, Maybe and Now. 
It's fifteen years since readers were first introduced to Felix in Once and 
across six celebrated books, our brave young hero has survived many 
unforgettable and emotional journeys. 

Now comes the seventh and final part of Felix's story, bringing to a powerful 
climax a series that countless readers around the world will remember - 
Always. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Green Rising – Lauren James    ISBN: 9781406384673  

 

Set in a near-future world on the brink of ecological catastrophe, Gabrielle 
is a famous climate-change activist who has the supernatural ability to grow 
plants from her skin. 

Hester is the millionaire daughter of an oil tycoon.  Theo is from a long line 
of fishermen, struggling to make ends meet. On the face of it, the three 
have very little in common. 

Yet when they join legions of other teenagers around the world in 
developing the new "Greenfingers" power, it becomes clear that to use their 
ability for good, they'll need to learn to work together. 

Widespread corruption and greed breeds organizations who want to use 
the Greenfingers for their own ends. Can the three teenagers pull off the 
ultimate heist and bring about a green rising? 

 
 



Guinness Book of Records 2022    ISBN: 9781913484118  

 

Fully revised and updated, Guinness World Records 2022 provides a 
snapshot of our world today. The opening chapter explores 
environmental issues, what's happening to our ecosystem and the 
superlative lengths people are going to, to make a difference. 

Along with the unique mix of remarkable humans, talented pets, 
incredible vehicles and impressive sporting legends, you’ll find Young 
Achievers - the under-16 influencers, entrepreneurs and entertainers 
who are taking positive steps to change the world.  

Bonus features include free Augmented Reality dinosaurs that come to 
life straight off the page and "Virtual Visits" that take you to some of 
the most fascinating visitor attractions, museums, art galleries and 
parks - all without leaving your bedroom! 

 

 
 

Earthshot – Colin Butfield     ISBN: 9781529388626 
 

Ten years could change the fate of our planet's future. 

An introduction from HRH Prince William, founder of The Earthshot Prize, 
explains how we either we continue as we are and irreparably damage 
our planet, or use our unique power as human beings and our ability to 
lead, innovate, and problem-solve. ‘The next ten years present us with 
one of our greatest tests - a decade of action to repair the Earth.' he 
says. It's not too late, but we need collective action now. The Earthshots 
are unifying, ambitious goals for our planet which, if achieved by 2030, 
will improve life for all of us, for the rest of life on Earth, and for 
generations to come.  If you are interested in how we can all help to save 
the planet, this is the book for you. 

 
 
 
 
 

Murder in Midwinter – Fleur Hitchcock   ISBN: 9780857636386 
 

A tense, roller-coaster thriller packed full of action and mystery unravels 
at a breakneck pace after Maya takes a photo from a bus one wintery 
afternoon. In Maya’s photo there is a man with a gun in the middle of 
Oxford Street. That’s scary enough. But worse is that both he and the 
woman he is arguing with have seen her. Instinctively, Maya knows that 
she is in trouble. Serious trouble. Needing to be kept safe, she is taken 
deep into the Welsh countryside to stay with her relatives. But is she 
being followed? Fleur Hitchcock keeps her readers guessing until the very 
end.   

  



The Boy Behind the Wall – Maximillian Jones   ISBN: 9781801300001  

 

A page-turning thriller, perfect for fans of Alex Rider and CHERUB. What 
would you risk for a friend you've never met . . . ? 

In 1960s Berlin the Wall is everywhere, dividing streets, parks, and 
houses. Harry and Jakob live either side of the divide. In West Berlin, 
Harry witnesses a boy shot trying to escape over the Wall and decides 
to help those in the East however he can. On the East side, Jakob is the 
adopted son of a Stasi officer, stifled by the rules of a strictly regimented 
society and desperate to find his real family.  Jakob finds a message 
that Harry has sent over the Wall, and the boys begin a secret 
friendship, evading the authorities and sharing hidden messages. A risky 
plot to tunnel under the wall is the only way out for Jakob - it's time to 
put their friendship to the test.  How much are they prepared to risk for 
each other - and for freedom? 

 
 
 
 

You are a Champion – Marcus Rashford      ISBN: 9781529068177 
 

‘I want to show you how you can be a champion in almost anything you 
put your mind to’. Marcus Rashford MBE is famous for his skills on and 
off the pitch - but before he was a Manchester United and England 
footballer, and long before he his inspiring campaign to end child food 
poverty, he was just an average kid from Manchester.  Now Marcus 
wants to show YOU how to achieve your dreams, in this positive and 
inspiring guide. 

 

You Are a Champion is packed full of stories from Marcus's own life, 
brilliant advice and top-tips from performance psychologist Katie 
Warriner. It will show you how to be the very BEST that you can be. It 
shows you how to be comfortable with who you are - you can't be a 
champion until you're happy being you! 

 

Utterly Dark and the Face of the Deep – Philip Reeve  ISBN: 9781788452373 
 

It was always at sundown, in that twilight hour, when the walls between 
the worlds grew thin, strange things might slip through the cracks. The 
stories told of enchanted islands appearing in the empty ocean to the west 
of Wildsea. When Utterly Dark was a baby, she was washed up on the 
shores of the Autumn Isles and taken in by the Watcher of Wildsea. But 
when her guardian suddenly drowns, who will keep the Watch, and make 
sure Wildsea stays safe from the strange forces teeming in the deep 
ocean around them? A magical new story from the bestselling and prize-
winning author of Mortal Engines. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/mortal-engines/philip-reeve/9781407189147


Becoming – Michelle Obama (Younger Readers Edition)  ISBN 9780241531815 
 
A tale of ups and downs, triumphs and failures, this is an incredibly honest 
account. It will take you from the early years - first school, first love - to the 
wonders of the White House, and the moment Mrs Obama shook hands with 
the Queen of England. A book to read, share, and talk about with the adults 
in your life, this is a call to action and compassion, and hope for change in 
uncertain times, and in a scary world. You'll be inspired to help others, and 
understand that no one is perfect. Just like Michelle Obama, you too are 
finding out exactly who you want to be. Above all, it is a book to make you 
think: who are you, and what do you want to become? 

 

 

 

 

Little People, Big Dreams Treasury – Maria Sanchez Vegarn  
ISBN: 9780711264168                            

 

An amazing keepsake treasury, exploring the lives of 50 profiles of the 
world's greatest artists, activists, writers, musicians, TV and film stars, 
scientists and sporting legends. A timeline, glossary, index and further 
reading provide extra information. 

In-depth stories, facts and figures, including Frida Kahlo, Coco Chanel, 
Maya Angelou, Amelia Earhart, David Attenborough, Greta Thunberg, 
Elton John, John Lennon, Malala Yousafzai and Mindy Kaling.  All of them 
achieved incredible things, yet each began life as a child with a dream. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Long Way Down (Graphic Novel) – Jason Reynolds            ISBN: 9780571366019  
 

 

The award-winning, bestselling verse novel in a stunning graphic novel. 
‘AND THEN THERE WERE SHOTS… Everybody ran, ducked, hid, tucked 
themselves tight. Pressed our lips to the pavement and prayed the boom, 
followed by the buzz of a bullet, didn't meet us’. After Will's brother is shot 
in a gang crime, he knows ‘the rules’: Don't cry. Don't snitch. Get revenge. 
So Will gets in the lift with Shawn's gun, determined to carry out his plan. 
As the lift stops at each floor, Will is shocked at the people who get in. He 
has to ask himself if he really knows what he's doing. This haunting, 
lyrical, powerful verse novel will blow you away. Heartrending and 
convincing, this novel will appeal to teenagers who don't consider 
themselves 'readers'. 


